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The title is slightly misleading. in that this book
deals with free adaptations of Greek tragedy
rather than orthodox productions. McDonald
examines work by Suzuki Tadashi, Peter Sellars,
Tony Harrison (irackers and Medea), Theodoros
Terzopoulos (directing Muller), and Thomas Mur-
hy. Interviews with Harrison and Murphy and
talks by Sellars and Terzopoulos are incorporated
as chapters. McDonald’s thesis is that “Our past
has shaped our present, and our present reshapes
our past. Modern reworkings of ancient drama
help inform the present’ (p. 201). After reading
this book, I was more informed about the present
than about the past refracted through the present.
For my taste, the book is too eclectic in its metho-
dology, and focuses too much upon the content
of ancient plays at the expense of their drama-
turgy, but it does document an important body of

modern experimentation.
DAVID WILES
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Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992.
330 p. £14.95.
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The publication of the paperback edition of this
excellent critical survey of Spanish Golden Age
theatre comes at a particularly opportune mom-
ent, when the recognition afforded to dramatists
like Lope de Vega, Tirso de Molina, and Calderén
is no longer merely formal, but is beginning to
develop as a meaningful evaluation of the quality
of their plays in performance. McKendrick’s book
does these writers full justice, providing impor-
tant insights both of a comparative and specific
nature. Most importantly, her analysis is groun-
ded in the awareness that here were professional
dramatists who worked with a specific audience
in mind, and whose creative thinking was predi-
cated on a very real sense of stage dynamics.

Of course, the Spanish Golden Age possessed
a richness which goes beyond the vast output of

these three major players, and McKendrick dis-
plagrs great critical skill in her tracing of the rise
and subsequent flowering of the Spanish drama
in all its range and complexity. This is a book
which Hispanists and profecssional theatre practi-
tioners alike will find of great interest, and which
will accordingly make its own contribution to the
ever growing repertoire of Spanish classical plays
in performance.

DAVID JOHNSTON

Gotz Pochat

Theater und Bildende Kunst im Mittelalter
und in der Renaissance in Italien

Graz: Akademische Druck u. Verlagsanstalt,
1990. x, 434 p.

This concise and authoritative overview by the
Professor of Art History at Graz University of the
interconnections between theatre and art in Italy
during the Middle Ages and the Renaissance will
be welcomed by theatre historians, not only for
its wealth of ill ions and the imp; i
standard of their reproduction, but for the highly
informative manner in which it traces the various
and not always immediately evident links bet-
ween painting, sculpture, architecture, and per-
formance events.

1t avoids sacriticing the high medieval for the
more richly documented later centuries, provi-
ding from its particular perspective a useful
examination of the still rather under-explored
Italian medieval theatre. Short chapter sections
address the rich variety of medieval dramatic
and theatrical kinds, through the mimes, focula-
tores, and contrasti, to the religious drama: and
although illustration here of the more ‘popular
forms is rather thin, the text compensates by ex-
amining the complexities of the relationship of
these to the religious stages.

Although Pochat appropriately includes some
of the more familiar northern wisual evidence,
like that from Hildesheim and Valenciennes, he
focuses more particularly on Italian illustrative
materials, notably those bearing on the laude
drammatiche and the sacre rappresentazioni. There
are good discussions of these, in relation both to
painting and the literary texts, and very good
documentation of the later Brunelleschi stagings
in the SS. Annuziata and S. Felice in Piazza.

Indeed, throughout the book there is much
suggestive juxtaposition of text, drawing, pain-
ting, and fresco evidence to illuminate many areas
and kinds of stage appearance and practice: thus
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